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PRODUCT SPECIFICATION 
 
 
 

Product Name Stratus Venetian Blinds 
 
1. Scope 

This specification covers the production of Stratus Venetian Blinds. 

 
 

 2. General Specifications 

BLIND DIMENSIONS Min Width Min Drop Max Width Max Drop Max Area 

 

Standard^ 450 300 3600 3500 7.0 m2 

Tiltsafe 536 300* 3570 3500 4.2 m2 

^Split Control 220 – 449*     

 ^Tilt only 155 – 219**     

NOTES— 

– Where blinds are ordered outside this range, customers must be referred to the Production Department. Blinds 
ordered that are outside this range should not be made without authorisation. 

– * Weights may need to be added to the bottom rail for blinds with small drops to assist with blind operation 

– ** For narrow widths blinds, slats may not sit positively on the ladder due to the lack of weight. This cannot be avoided 
and the end user MUST be made fully aware of this situation. 

 Tolerance 

 

Blind Width • As per Work Order + 1mm; - 2mm 

Blind Drop 
• As per Work Order  

• Must be even across the Blind Width 
± 3 mm 

  

CONTROLS— Position • Controls must be on the correct side—as per Work Order 

Cordlock 
• A Cordlock must be installed in each Blind—except where 

Blind Width < 220mm 

  

SLATS  
Type 

• 25mm Aluminium Slats 

• Must be correct colour—as per Work Order 

 Appearance • Must not have any obvious flaws, marks or scratches 

 

Bowing 

• Slat pieces must be checked in the UP/ DOWN direction: 
– prior to starting each job; 
– about halfway through a big job; 
– just before the end of each job, and 
– at the start or end of a Slat Roll 

• Machine Set-up is acceptable if Slat bow ……. 
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 2. General Specifications 

 

Twisting 

• Test slat pieces must be checked in the IN / OUT direction: 
– prior to starting each job; 
– about halfway through a big job; 
– just before the end of each job, and 
– at the start or end of a Slat Roll 

• Machine Set-up is acceptable if Slat twist ……. 

 
Number of Slats 

• Depends on the Blind Drop 

• See Work Area Chart 

SLATS (CONT’D) 
Cutting 

• Length must match Head Rail  

• Length = Blind Width  

• Tolerance: + 1mm; – 2mm   

 Punch Hole 
positions 

• Must match Head Rail hole positions  

• Tolerance: ± 1mm 

  

HEAD RAIL, 
BOTTOM RAIL & 

TILT ROD 

Colour • As per Work Order 

Appearance • Head Rail & Bottom Rail must not have any obvious flaws, 
dents, marks, scratches or paint imperfections 

• Tilt Rod & Bottom Rail must not be bent or bowed 

 Cut Length 

Setting 

• For Blind widths > 535mm—set Tilt Rod Guide to 100mm 

• For Blind widths < 535mm—set Tilt Rod Guide to 150mm 

• Set Control Panel to Blind Width for cutting   

 Actual Cut 

Length 

Head Rail— 

• HEAD RAIL Length = Blind width  

• Tolerance: + 1mm; – 2mm   

Bottom Rail— 

• BOTTOM RAIL Length = Blind width – 22mm 

• Tolerance: + 1mm; – 2mm 

Tilt Rod— 

• TILT ROD Length = Blind width – 100mm OR  
Blind width – 150mm (for small Blinds) 

• Tolerance: ± 2mm 

 Hole positions • The distance from the middle of each end hole to the end 
of the Head Rail is listed below 

• Tolerance: ± 5mm 

Blind width (mm) Distance (mm) 

> 536mm 150 

451—535mm 120 

351—450mm 100 

251—350mm 80 

≤ 250mm manually adjust so it looks OK 
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 2. General Specifications 

 Bottom Rail 

Finishing 

• An End-cap must be fitted snugly into each end of the 
Bottom Rail 

• A Hold-down Clip must be attached to each End-cap 

• A Warning Sticker must be placed along the bottom of the 
Bottom Rail—between the last hole & second last hole 

• Tape Lock Buttons must fit securely into the button holes—
not loose 

 Head Rail 

Assembly 

• Cordlock must be assembled correctly and fitted snugly into 
the control hole in the Head Rail 

• Tilter must be fitted correctly into the Head Rail  

• End-caps must be fitted snugly into each end of Head Rail 

HEAD RAIL, 
BOTTOM RAIL & 

TILT ROD (CONT’D) 

Brackets 

 

• There must be a Roller Bracket in the 2 end holes on the 
Head Rail 

• Must be one Bracket in the Head Rail for each Ladder Tape 

• Configuration as shown below: 

 
Total 

Roller Type 
Configuration 

Roller (R) Non-Roller (X) 

2 2 0 R R 

3 2 1 R X R 

5 3 2 R X R X R 

7 4 3 R X R X R X R 

 Tilt Rod 

Assembly 

• Tilt Rod must be fed through each Bracket and the Tilter 

• The end of the Tilt Rod should be located: 
– in normal Blinds: halfway between Tilter & Cordlock 
– where Cordlock & Tilter are split:: halfway between the 

Tilter & the end of the Head Rail 

• Two rubber stoppers must be positioned on the Tilt Rod to 
stop it from moving around 

– one sits against the Tilter, and 
– the other sits against the 1st Bracket 

  

LADDER TAPE Type • 25mm Aluminium Venetian 

 Colour • As per Appendix 1 

Number 

Blind Width (mm) End Route (mm) No. Ladder Tapes 

115—220 Tilt only 2 

221—250 70 2 

251—350 80 2 

351—450 100 2 

451—535 120 2 

536—860 150 2 

861—1450 150 3 
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 2. General Specifications 

1451—2500 150 5 

2501—3700 150 7 

Length 

• Ladder length = Blind Drop 

NOTE ~ on current Bench Ruler, you must use 
(Blind Drop – 60mm)  

• Tolerance: ± 2mm 
 

  

LADDER TAPE 
(CONT’D)  

Finishing • Cord Brackets to be securely crimped onto the top ends 

• Position of 2 Cord Brackets on each side of the Ladder Tape 
must be exactly matched—this is CRITICAL for even hang 

• Ladder Tapes must not be tangled or twisted 

• Ladder Tape Spacers must be firmly attached to the 1st Slat 

• Each Ladder Tape must be threaded through a Tape Spacer 

• Must be no excess Ladder Tape visible at bottom of Blind 

• Ladder Tape ends must be held securely in the Bottom 
Rail—with no slippage 

  

LIFT CORD Colour • As per Appendix 1 

 Final Length • Standard = bottom of Tassel is level with bottom of Wand 

• Tolerance: ± 2mm 

• Use standard length unless otherwise noted on Work Order 

 Assembly • Each Lift Cord must be threaded through a Roller Bracket, 
each Slat, the Bottom Rail & a Tape Lock Button 

• Lift Cord must zig-zag around the Ladder Tape rungs 

• Lift Cord must not be tangled around the Ladder Tape 

• End of each Lift Cord must be burnt to stop fraying  

• 2 Warning Tags to be placed on Lift Cord 

 Safety Tassel • Clear Plastic 

  

WAND— Appearance • Must not be bent or warped 

 Length • As per Work Order, except: 

– if Blind Drop < 750mm—Wand Length = Drop – 10mm 
(NOTE ~ ignore the Work Order….it will say 750mm) 

• Use standard length,  unless otherwise stated on the Order 

 Finishing • Wand must be correctly clipped onto the Tilter 

  

CUT-OUTS— 
(IF REQUIRED) 

Position • As per Work Order 

• Tolerance: ± 2mm 

 Size • Bottom Rail and appropriate Slats to be cut to match the IN 
Cut-out length as per the Work Order— tolerance: ± 2mm 

• Bottom Rail and appropriate Slats to be cut to match the UP 
Cut-out length as per the Work Order—tolerance: -5mm, 
+15mm (ie as whole Slats must be cut) 
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 2. General Specifications 

FINISHING Construction • Ladder Tapes are supported by Brackets sitting in Head Rail 

• Lift Cords must be threaded properly through the Head Rail 
& Punch Holes, and zig-zag around the Ladder Tape rungs 

• A Wand is clipped to the Tilter 

• There must be a Slat on every rung of the Ladder Tape 

• Lift Cords run through the middle of Ladder Tapes sitting on 
Roller Brackets 

• Lift Cords & Ladder Tapes are secured in the Bottom Rail 

FINISHING 

(CONT’D) 

Function • Slats must open & close smoothly 

• Slats must close without twisting 

• There must be minimal gaps when the Slats are closed 

(NOTE ~ acceptable level to be quantified) 

• When Slats are closed, the gap between the top Slat & the 
Head Rail must be small (< 5mm) and even  

• Blind must pull up straight  when all cords are pulled evenly 

• Blind must hang evenly 

• The Cordlock must lock the Blind into position 

  

COMPONENTS 

INCLUDED 

Component 

Bags 

Blind Width Brackets Screws Cleat 
Hold-
Down 

Brackets 

155 - 219 - 350 2+2*    

350 – 1299 2 8 1 2 

1300 – 2299 3 10 1 2 

 2300 – 2499 5 14 1 2 

 3000+ 6 16 1 2 

 *End Mount 

Components 

• Blinds maximum size is 1000 x 1800 mm. Supplied only if 
ordered, 

– L & R Brackets 

– 2 Face Clips 

– 4 extra Screws 

 Safety • 1 clear polycarbonate Cleat.  

• Warning Label must be firmly attached to the Cleat 

• Warning Label must be attached to Cords 

• 2 screws for the Cleat 

3. Options 
 

 Standard Available Options 

Slat width 25mm 15mm (see MICRO Spec’n) 

Lift Control Cord No other options 

Tilt Control Wand Motorised 

Cordlock Installed (only if > 220mm wide) No Cordlock 
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Wand Type Clear Polycarbonate No other options 

Wand length 

DROP WAND LENGTH 

As requested 

< 749 mm Drop – 10mm 

750 – 1199 mm 750mm 

1200 – 1499 mm 1000mm 

1500 – 2299 mm 1250mm 

2300 mm > 1500mm 

Lift Cord Tassel Break-apart Safety Tassel No other options 

Lift Cord length Bottom of Tassel even with end of Wand As requested 

Control side Must specify Right or Left 

Hold-down Clips Installed No other option 

End Mount Kit  None Kit available if ordered 

  

Slat colour • As per the Work Order 

Colour of components—Head Rail; Ladder 

Tape; Cord; Button 
• As per Appendix 1 As requested 

NOTE—Options should only be used if they are noted on the Work Order. Otherwise STANDARD fittings must be used. 

OTHER NOTE: Colour may vary from dye lots to dye lot. 
 

 

 

4. Standard Measurement Terminology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES ~ 

* If there is no indication on the Order, it will be assumed that the measurements given are   

  Finished Sizes. 

Reveal or Recess Width 

Face Width 

R
e
v
e

a
l 
o

r 
R

e
c
e

s
s
 D

ro
p

 

F
a

c
e

 D
ro

p
 

Face Fitting Blinds—sit over the window frame. 
Face Fix a) NAM = No deductions on Width, 10mm on Drop. 

b) Actual = No deductions 

 

Recess Fitting Blinds—sit inside the window frame. 
Recess Fix a) NAM = Recess Width & Drop – 10mm 
 b) Actual = No deductions 

 
NOTES ON ORDER: 

Finished Size / ACT / Actual* ....... Measurements = Finished Blind size   

No Allowances Made (NAM)......... Deductions have not been made 

Options ......................................... Any non-standard options must be 
included on the Order 
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Bay Windows: Measurements for normal 3-Bay windows (135° - 135°) 

 Recessed fit – Measure the width and drop of the recess windows at the front of the recess - NEVER 
at the back near the glass. The blind size = NAM (recess measurement) less 10mm. The blinds will be 
fitted flush to the front edge of recess. 

 Face Fit – Measure the full length of the top architrave: the 3 sections. The deductions are as follows: 
15mm off the 2 side blinds and 30mm off the centre blind. 

 

Butt Blinds: The ‘Through’ blind is the one that covers the whole 
window. The ‘Butt’ blind is the blind that has to be cut back to allow 
space the ‘Through’ blind has taken. 

Measure both blinds at full width at the point where the blind is to be installed. This 
applies for deep recesses. The allowance for the cut back of the butt blind in recessed fit is 
40mm. 

For blinds that are to be fitted to the front of the recess, it is easier to measure the width to 
the corner and add on for the Through Blind. 

 

    Cut outs: 

Maximum cut-outs slats. 

Blind Width (mm) 251 - 350 351 - 450 451 - 535 >535 

Maximum Cut-out (mm) each side 50 70 90 120 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maximum cut-out for Head-rail: 

Blind Width (mm) 251 - 350 351 - 450 451 - 535 >535 

Maximum Cut-out (mm) non-control 
end only 

50 70 90 120 
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TIPS:   

– Always use a reliable metal tape measure  

– When measuring in a recess always take at least three measurements across the window or 
door & use the smallest one 

– Before completing the Order, make sure there are no obstructions that could interfere with fitting 
the Blind 

 
 

5. Packaging & Labelling 

• Each Blind will be individually packed in a polythene bag 

• Components are usually packed separately inside this bag.  A Fitting Instructions leaflet is to be 

suppled for every order. 

• All blinds over the width of 2500mm will be further protected with cardboard edging strapped on 

the head rail to protect against the blind being bend during transportation. 
 

The following additional packaging applies to delivery by external Courier only: 

• All blinds over the width of 1500mm will be further protected with cardboard edging strapped on 

the head rail to protect against the blind being bend during transportation. 

• A maximum of 2 Blind packs are packaged together in a triangular cardboard box—cut to 

accommodate the Blind width. 

• Blind packs will be taped together—not too tightly—to minimise movement during transport. 

• Packages may contain scrap packaging materials, such as bubble wrap and cardboard that is 

used to stop movement of Blinds within the package during transport. 

• Each cardboard package will be labelled with the Customer’s name & the Customer Order 

Number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 
 
VENETIAN COLOUR MATCHING CHART 
 
The Fabric Information Chart is located at the following folder: \\Contract\common\AA - 
PRODUCTS\MATERIALS\ 

 
As this is a working document, it is constantly updated with new fabric information when required. Hence, due 
to the continuous updating nature of this document, it would be impractical send it to our customers. This 
document is mainly for internal use.  
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